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Statement by NFL Vice President of Officiating Mike Pereira  
On Troy Polamalu Play in Yesterday’s Steelers-Colts Game 

  
            “The definition of a catch – or in this case an interception -- states that in 
the process of making the catch a player must maintain possession of the ball 
after he contacts the ground. The initial call on the field was that Troy Polamalu 
intercepted the pass because he maintained possession of the ball after hitting 
the ground. The replay showed that Polamalu had rolled over and was rising to 
his feet when the ball came loose. He maintained possession long enough to 
establish a catch. Therefore, the replay review should have upheld the call on the 
field that it was a catch and fumble. 
  
            “The rule regarding the performing of an act common to the game applies 
when there is contact with a defensive player and the ball comes loose, which did 
not happen here.” 
 


