
A list of NFL players with ties to the military: 
 

NAME TEAM MILITARY TIE 
RB Mike Anderson Baltimore Served in Marines for four years after high school 
T Shawn Andrews Philadelphia Brother is a staff sergeant first class in the Army who served in Iraq in 2003 
WR Hank Baskett Philadelphia Father spent over 30 years in the Air Force; mother served as CFO at Air Force 

Base in Clovis, NM; brother served in Army for over 10 
LB Coach Chris Beake Atlanta  Served Air Force as a civil engineer officer from 1995-98 
LB Derrick Brooks Tampa Bay Cousin is sergeant first class in Army 
CB C.C. Brown Houston  Currently in National Guard 
C/G Jason Brown Baltimore Brother, Lunsford, served in Iraq – killed in 2003 
LB Danny Clark Houston Marine brother served six months In Iraq; another brother serving Air Force 
RB Kyle Eckel  Miami Attended the Naval Academy and spent nearly two years in the Navy 
LB Donnie Edwards Kansas City Grandparents served in World War II & Korean War; sister was in Navy 
Head Coach Herman 
Edwards 

Kansas City Father was a master sergeant in the Army 

DT Bryce Fisher Seattle Served in the Air Force 
CB Drayton Florence San Diego  Father, Drayton, Sr., is a retired Army medic; sister, Lakisha is currently serving in 

Army 
C Hank Fraley Cleveland Brother was stationed with Army in Iraq; father is a Vietnam Veteran 
S Erick Harris Philadelphia Both parents served in the Air Force 
DE Michael Haynes N.Y. Jets  Father served in the Air Force; mother served in the Army 
RB Priest Holmes Kansas City Father is a master sergeant in Army Reserves; served in Iraq 
LB Manny Lawson San Francisco Father, Donald, served in the Air Force 
WR Ashley Lelie San Francisco Father worked in aircraft maintenance for the U.S. Marine Corps. 
G Chris Liwienski Miami Brother currently serves in Army 
S Calvin Lowry Tennessee Father served in Army for over 20 years, participating in Operation Desert Storm 
QB Ingle Martin Green Bay Uncle, Chris, is a Lt. Cmdr. and pilot for the Navy 
C Kevin Mawae Tennessee Father served in Army for 23 years, including two tours in Vietnam 
LB Robert McCune Miami Served three years in Army: one year in Korea, six months in Kuwait 
G Tyler McMeans Chicago Served in the Marines for four years  
T Marcus McNeill San Diego Mother, Leola, is a Colonel in the Air Force, stationed at Dobbins AFB in  

Marietta, Ga. 
RB Sammy Morris New England  Father was an Air Force staff sergeant 
DE Igor Olshansky San Diego Father was in Russian Army; grandfather fought for Russian Red Army in World 

War II 
RB Ray Perkins Miami Both parents served in Army 
Asst. Special Teams 
Coach Mike Priefer 

Kansas City Served in Navy (1991-94); flew helicopters and was stationed in Persian Gulf 

WR Josh Reed Buffalo  Brother (Army) and cousin (Navy) recently served in Iraq  
FB Tony Richardson Minnesota Father was sergeant-major in Army; sister serving in Army in South Korea 
Defensive Coordinator 
Ron Rivera 

San Diego  Father was Army officer; Ron lived in three countries as a child 

S Mark Roman  San Francisco Five of his six brothers served in the Army 
RB Musa Smith Baltimore Brother served in Iraq – lost a leg 
LB Cody Spencer N.Y. Jets Brother serves in the Army, currently stationed in Iraq 
DT Randy Starks Tennessee Father served in Army for over 20 years, mostly in Germany 
WR Coach Mike Sullivan N.Y. Giants Graduate of Army Airborne, Ranger and Air Assault schools 
Special Teams Coord. 
Mike Sweatman 

N.Y. Giants Four yrs. of active duty with Marines; 26 yrs in Marines Corps Reserve 

CB Charles Tillman Chicago  Father was Army sergeant; Charles attended 11 schools in 13 years 
DE Dave Tollefson Oakland Brother is a Marine  
Head Coach Norv 
Turner 

San Diego Father served in the Marines 

WR Troy Williamson Minnesota Brother is a career Marine, just returned from Iraq; sister serves in Navy 
DB Dexter Wynn Houston Mother is a retired Air Force civil engineer who served in the Gulf War 
DT Bryant Young San Francisco Father served in the Army; brother served four years in Desert Storm; wife was the 

daughter of a career military man 
Offensive Line Coach 
Larry Zierlein 

Pittsburgh Served in the Marines for two years, including a one-year tour of duty in Vietnam 

 
 


